
Welcome to Supercharged Storytimes
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“Although I have been 
presenting story times for 

awhile, I have so much I want 
to learn and can't wait to hear 

and share ideas with 
everyone.”

—Supercharged Storytimes participant



Kathleen Gesinger
OCLC – WebJunction 

Betha Gutsche
OCLC – WebJunction 

Mari Nowitz
Tumwater Timberland 

Library

Today’s Presenters



Today’s agenda

• Welcome & setting the stage

• Enhancing practice through intentionality

• A *Supercharged* librarian testimonial

• Interactive reading works

• Next Steps



WA
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Supercharged States!

MN



Supercharged State Coordinators!



“Supercharged Storytimes has 

really changed the look of our 

storytimes. Up until this point I was 

reading and singing songs. It was 

almost freeing to realize I could 

expand on what I was doing and 

help children develop their literacy 

skills too.”

“The online forums offered 

more support from other 

people who felt the same as 

me. Working by myself, it was 

great to have other people to 

talk to and share with as a 

community. It was great to feel 

less isolated.”

Supercharged Storytimes



Wake up feet!

Wake up feet, wake up feet, wake up feet and wiggle, wiggle, wiggle.

Wake up feet, wake up feet, wake up and wiggle in the morning!

Wake up hands, wake up hands, wake up hands and wiggle, wiggle, wiggle.

Wake up hands, wake up hands, wake up and wiggle in the afternoon!

Wake up eyes, wake up eyes, wake up eyes and wiggle, wiggle, wiggle.

Wake up eyes, wake up eyes, wake up and wiggle in the evening!

Adapted from the song Wake up feet! As sung on Jbrary! 



Session 1 – today!

Welcome to Supercharged Storytimes!

Session 2 – Monday, October 12

Alphabetic Knowledge -

Exploring with Letters

Session 3 – Monday, October 19

Phonological Awareness -

Playing with Sounds

Session 4 – Monday, October 26

Building Your Supercharged Community!

Session 5 – Monday, November 30

Sustaining Early Literacy Influence

Setting the Stage – Live online sessions



• 5 state cohorts, 

each with your 

own state 

community of 

practice! 

• 5 live online 

sessions where 

you will all have 

access to join 

LIVE or LATER

• All 5 live online 

sessions will be 

archived and 

made available 

through your 

community of 

practice! 



Making the most out of online learning

- Make space for learning

- Let others know that you are 

“in session”

- Take notes using each 

session’s learning guide

- Be present to stay engaged 

– turn off distractions



Making the most out of your community

- Update your 

profile!

- Login a few 

times each week

- Track your own 

progress

- Share your 

experiences!



Making the most out of discussion forums

- Share what is meaningful to you! 

- Respond to your peers - encourage & share ideas.

- You do not have to respond to every post!

- If you feel like everything has been covered, you do not have to 

share “just because.”

- Need help? Email your state coordinator directly with your question 

or concern. 

- Customize your forum notifications in whatever way is meaningful 

for you. 

- Feel free to make connections offline, too!



Enhancing Practice 

through Intentionality



• Reading is an essential life skill.

• Learning to read begins at birth.

• Interactions between adults and 

children have a great impact on the 

development of early literacy skills.



What children know about 

• communication 

• language (verbal and non-verbal)

• reading 

• and writing 

before they can actually read or write.

Early Literacy is… 



ECRR Early Literacy Skills

ECRR 1

• Print Awareness

• Letter/Alphabet 

Knowledge

• Phonological Awareness

• Vocabulary

• Narrative Skills

• Print Motivation



Skills and Practices Support Each Other

ECRR 2

• Talk

• Sing

• Read

• Write

• Play

ECRR 1

• Print Awareness

• Letter/Alphabet 

Knowledge

• Phonological Awareness

• Vocabulary

• Narrative Skills

• Print Motivation



Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



5 practices

Every Child Ready to Read



Skills and Practices Support Each Other

“Your practice will be powerful and 
effective when, by using the 
VIEWS2 planning tools, you 

purposefully insert the skills from 
ECRR1 into the activities of ECRR2.”

—VIEWS2 Research Team



Intentionality

HOW you interact with 

children 

is as important as 

what you do or 

how frequently you do it.

Talk

Sing

Read

Write

Play



Where does the VIEWS2 way fit in?

It’s like beating eggs



Where does the VIEWS2 way fit in?

Awareness 

leads to

intentionality



Using VIEWS2 Tools

“Learning about the VIEWS2 
approach was great at getting 

me to focus intentionally
on my programs each week, 
building on the early literacy 

content I already provided to 
create even richer experiences 

for our patrons.”

—Mari Nowitz 

Librarian - Youth Services 

Tumwater Timberland Library

VIEWS2 Participant



Supercharged Testimonial



My VIEWS2 research experience



My “shape” story



Validation! We make a difference.

What we do is important. 



The tools to keep me focused!

It’s easy to let your practice 

slide. We are so busy!

VIEWS2 tools make it easy 

to plan and add new ideas.

I look at the tools before I 

start storytime every week. 

I pick out 1-2 ideas and a 

parent or caregiver aside!



Interactive Reading Works



Dialogic Reading

 Reading is a conversation.

 Help the child become the 

teller of the story.

 You become the listener, 

the questioner, 

the audience for the child.
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The PEER sequence

Prompt

Evaluate

Expand

Repeat

Most important: keep it fun!



Prompt

Prompt the child to say something about the book.

"What is this?”

(pointing to picture of a dog)



Evaluate

Evaluate the child's response.

(The child says “dog”)

"That's right!"



Expand

Expand the child's response by rephrasing 

and adding information to it.

“It's a big black dog.”



Repeat

Repeat the prompt to make sure the child 

has learned from the expansion.

“Can you say big black dog?"



No prescription; no “dosage”



Prompt

Prompt the child to say something about 

the book.

“Do you see a letter B?”

(pointing to a letter b on the page)



Evaluate

Evaluate the child's response.

(The child says “B”)

"That's right!"



Expand

Expand the child's response by rephrasing 

and adding information to it.

“That lowercase letter B 

begins the word bear!”

(pointing to a letter b in 

the word “bear”)



Repeat

Repeat the prompt to make sure the child 

has learned from the expansion.

“Do you see another letter B?"



Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



How do you lead interactive reading 
with a group of children?

Ask kids to raise hands and call on some of them

Ask parents/caregivers to listen to their child’s 
response individually

Ask everyone to shout out their answers at once; 
repeat some of the responses

Ask kids to share their response with their neighbor

Choose stories that ask for physical responses, 
like touching noses or wiggling fingers

Ask one child for an answer; then ask everyone 
else if they agree or have a different answer



Next Steps



Next Steps for Session 1

 Continue forum 

introductions, learning 

about who is in your 

community.

 Read the Dialogic 

Reading article (if you 

haven’t already)

 Complete the 3 reflection 

questions

 If you’d like to learn more 

about ECRR, there is a 

free one-hour course 

available (optional!)



Supercharged Storytimes

This project is funded by a 

National Leadership grant from the 

Institute of Museum and Library Services

and is a partnership of OCLC, 

Washington State Library and Thrive Washington
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