
Welcome to Supercharged Storytimes

Session 3 – Supercharge Your Practice - Phonological Awareness



Session 1 – Monday, October 5

Welcome to Supercharged Storytimes!

Session 2 – Monday, October 12

Alphabetic Knowledge -

Exploring with Letters

Session 3 – today! 

Phonological Awareness -

Playing with Sounds

Session 4 – Monday, October 26

Building Your Supercharged Community!

Session 5 – Monday, November 30

Sustaining Early Literacy Influence



Kathleen Gesinger
OCLC – WebJunction 

Betha Gutsche
OCLC – WebJunction 

Today’s Presenters

Janet Capps
Project VIEWS2

Greta Bergquist
Kitsap Regional Library



Today’s agenda

• Alphabetic Knowledge – check in!

– Successes & Challenges

• Phonological Awareness

– What it is and why it matters

• Another Supercharged Story!

• Planning with Do-Re-Mi

• Next Steps



Certificate of Participation!

 Must be enrolled in Supercharged Central 

(now is the time!)

Attend all 5 orientation sessions live online, 

and/OR…

…watch all 5 orientation session archives as 

soon as possible after each live session.

Always include your first and last name when 

you log-in to live or archive sessions, so that 

we know you were there!

Certificates of participation will be provided by 

end of December 2015.



Participating as a Group?

… have 1 group member email 

Liz Morris and your state library 

coordinator, with this info:

Who was participating 

together (first and last names)

What session you were 

participating in 

Date of participation (for 

archives only)

Please email as soon as possible 

after a group viewing.

If you are viewing (or have viewed) sessions in a group with other 

Supercharged participants, please…



Open Forum & Resource Rumpus

Ways to share and learn!

 Reflection questions

 Chat transcripts

Introducing:

- Open Discussion Forum

Ask questions/share 

ideas that fall outside of 

reflection questions.

- Resource Rumpus Wiki

Share online resources 

in a collective space.



Managing digest forum communications

I’m getting too 

many emails 

in my inbox! 

Help!



Managing digest forum communications

How do I know 

if there are new 

discussion 

posts to read?



Alphabetic Knowledge –

Check In 



Raising AK Awareness

LETTER

SHAPES

letter

shapes



Fun with Alphabetic Knowledge

“The letter B, oh what a fun letter! …have a 

book ready with lots of "B"s.  You could also 

incorporate songs to sing with baby, like my 

"Bonnie lies over the ocean".   To really 

exaggerate "B",   BBBBBBUUUZZZ!  or 

BBBBBBB when picking baby up to fly.”

BBBBBBUUUZZZ!



Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square shape, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



Your intentionality

 “I will plan to integrate more alphabetic knowledge 
activities into my storytime”

 “I will use the tip sheet to look at my activities more 
intentionally”

 “I will make a point to focus on letter shapes and 
compare/contrast the shapes of letters.”

 “When I choose books for storytime, I will pay more 
attention to the elements that will enhance alphabetic 
knowledge”



More Fun with AK

“In the book “Lets Sing a Lullaby With 

the Brave Cowboy,” when the story says , 

“EEEEEEEK!” and, “Oh,” I pointed out the 

letters and then we read the phrase 

together. Then, when those phrases were 

repeated I pointed to the word and asked 

what it said, did the kids remember? They 

DID remember and we said "EEEEK" and 

"Oh" together! It was a lot of fun!”

EEEEK!  OH!



Success with Alphabetic Knowledge



Alphabetic Knowledge challenges



Phonological Awareness



Skills and Practices Support Each Other

Talking

Singing

Reading

Writing

Playing

Print Motivation

Alphabetic Knowledge

Phonological Awareness

Vocabulary

Narrative Skills

Print Awareness

Intentional 

Behaviors



Phonological Awareness
B-18 months

18-36 months

Educator/Adult Children 
Reinforces recognition of beginning word sounds (e.g., 

“Book begins with the “b” sound.”) 

Identifies initial sound of words, with assistance  

Encourages children to find multiple objects in a picture 

with the same beginning sound 

Find objects in a picture with the same beginning 

sound, with assistance 

Points out the differences between similar-sounding 

words (e.g., ‘three’ and ‘tree’) 

Differentiates between similar-sounding words 

 

36-60 months



Phonological Awareness

Awareness of the sounds these alphabet letters may 

make in relation to the formation of words fosters 

decoding of the written word.

/s/

nake
was

/z/

sheep

/sh/



Phonological Awareness

Includes recognizing words that rhyme

rake

The fish ran away with the dish.

Includes deciding whether words begin or end with the 

same sounds snake rap snap

Includes understanding that sounds can be 

manipulated to create new words

cow boy
cowboy

Includes understanding how to separate words 

into their individual sounds: /k/ /a/ /t/   cat



Denise Fleming – In the tall, tall grass: http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22907112

http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22907112


Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square shape, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



Denise Fleming – In the tall, tall grass: http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22907112

http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22907112


Letter Sounds Train Ride

The letter P 

rides up the track

It shouts 

/puh /puh then rides right back



Reads to children from books with 

developmentally appropriate content and 

pauses, providing children time to insert the 

sounds of familiar words 

Uses rhymes in stories, greetings, and 

directions

Uses reading style (e.g., pauses, providing 

children time to respond) where children 

can say the last word of familiar 

rhymes/songs

Invites children to act out a variety of 

tempos or speeds of sounds (e.g., clapping 

hands rapidly and clapping hands slowly; 

speaking rapidly and speaking slowly)

Reinforces recognition of beginning word 

sounds (e.g., “Book begins with the “b” 

sound.”)

Encourages children to find multiple objects 

in a picture with the same beginning sound

Points out the differences between similar-

sounding words (e.g., ‘three’ and ‘tree’)



Phonological Awareness – Questions?
B-18 months

18-36 months

Educator/Adult Children 
Reinforces recognition of beginning word sounds (e.g., 

“Book begins with the “b” sound.”) 

Identifies initial sound of words, with assistance  

Encourages children to find multiple objects in a picture 

with the same beginning sound 

Find objects in a picture with the same beginning 

sound, with assistance 

Points out the differences between similar-sounding 

words (e.g., ‘three’ and ‘tree’) 

Differentiates between similar-sounding words 

 

36-60 months



A Supercharged Story





Storytime Communities 

Storytime 

Communities



Storytime Communities 

Storytime 

Communities



Storytime Communities 

Storytime 

Communities



Storytime Communities 

http://storytimeunderground.org/
Storytime 

Communities



Denise Fleming – Time to Sleep: https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/35955121

https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/35955121




Playing with Sounds in Rhymes

Round as a pancake, 

Round as a plum, 

Round as an orange, 

Round as a drum……beat, beat, beat. 



Share Your Practice!



Planning with Do-Re-Mi



Gather the Ingredients

 What Phonological Awareness

behavior do you want to try?

 What age group will you work with?

 What book will work for this behavior?

 What activity do you want to try?

 What parent tip to include?



The 

VIEWS2 

Storytime 

Planning 

Tools



The 

VIEWS2 

Storytime 

Planning 

Tools
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Tip Example 1
 Phonological Awareness behavior:

Use reading style (e.g., pauses, providing children time to 

respond) where children can say the last word of familiar 

rhymes/songs 

 Age group: 18 – 36 months

 Book: Llama, Llama Time to Share, by Anna Dewdney

 Activity: I will point out word pairs that rhyme, such as boat 

and moat. Then, I will ask the children what other 

words rhyme with boat  (they don’t have to make sense).

 Parent Tip: Helping children hear words that rhyme is one 

way to help them hear the smaller sounds in words….
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Next Steps



 Watch VIEWS2 Early 

Literacy Phonological 

Awareness (PA) 

skills demo

 Review the full 

VIEWS2 PA page

 Identify and practice 

PA behaviors in your 

storytime!

Next Steps for Session 3



Next Steps for Session 3

 Reflect on Phonological Awareness (PA) behaviors 

 Share how you are modeling these behaviors to parents or 

caregivers

 Share 2 favorite book titles that reinforce PA concepts

 Stretch goal: Create and share at least 1 PA tip sheet



Supercharged Storytimes

This project is funded by a 

National Leadership grant from the 

Institute of Museum and Library Services

and is a partnership of OCLC, 

Washington State Library and Thrive Washington
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