
Welcome to Supercharged Storytimes

Session 2 – Supercharge Your Practice - Alphabetic Knowledge



Session 1 – Monday, October 5

Welcome to Supercharged Storytimes!

Session 2 – today!

Alphabetic Knowledge -

Exploring with Letters

Session 3 – Monday, October 19

Phonological Awareness -

Playing with Sounds

Session 4 – Monday, October 26

Building Your Supercharged Community!

Session 5 – Monday, November 30

Sustaining Early Literacy Influence



Today’s agenda

• Alphabetic Knowledge

What it is and why it matters

• A Supercharged Story

• The ABCs of Planning

• Next steps
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What’s in a name?



Important to me

What’s in a name?



What’s in a name?

Full of letters



How do you encourage kids to explore 

and learn about the letters in their name?



Alphabetic Knowledge



Skills and Practices Support Each Other

Talking

Singing

Reading

Writing

Playing

Print Motivation

Alphabetic Knowledge

Phonological Awareness

Vocabulary

Narrative Skills

Print Awareness

Intentional 

Behaviors



Alphabetic Knowledge – Behaviors

18-36 months

B-18 months

36-60 months



Alphabetic Knowledge – Key Concepts

Alphabetic Knowledge is the ability to name 

letters, distinguish letter shapes, and identify 

letter name sounds. 



Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square shape, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



Denise Fleming – Buster: http://oclclibrary.worldcat.org/oclc/50204017

http://oclclibrary.worldcat.org/oclc/50204017


Denise Fleming – Barnyard Banter: http://oclclibrary.worldcat.org/oclc/28584870

http://oclclibrary.worldcat.org/oclc/28584870


Where is letter F 

Where is letter f 

Hiding in the room

Hiding in the room

YES.

We found a letter F

YES.

We found a letter f

F F F

f f f
* Sung to the tune of “Are you Sleeping” 

Where is Letter Hiding ?



Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square shape, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



Reads books with repetitive sounds and/or 

pronounces words slowly when reading

Points toward a book while reading or 

when book is within reach of children

Prompts children to recite or sing some 

letters

Ask children to point to print

Points out shapes with specific letters

Prompts children to match letters and 

sounds

Prompts children to think about how letters 

and numbers are different

Points to each word separately while 

reading

Prompts children to identify same word 

across pages in a book



Reads books with repetitive sounds and/or 

pronounces words slowly when reading

Points toward a book while reading or 

when book is within reach of children

Prompts children to recite or sing some 

letters

Ask children to point to print

Points out shapes with specific letters

Prompts children to match letters and 

sounds

Prompts children to think about how letters 

and numbers are different

Points to each word separately while 

reading

Prompts children to identify same word 

across pages in a book



Alphabetic Knowledge – Questions?

18-36 months

B-18 months

36-60 months



A Supercharged Story





Serve residents of Spokane County, WA

Population 290,000 

10 Libraries 

Throughout the district we offer 26 storytimes each week

•All Ages (at our more rural libraries)

•Preschool

•Toddler

•Baby

•Family



What I have learned from 

Supercharged Storytimes:



Alphabet Songs

ABC Chant

A...B...CDE

F...G...HIJ

K...L...MNO

P...Q...RST

U...V...WXY

Now it's time to say goodbye

Zzzzzzzzz!

Mel’s Desk

Other tunes to sing the ABC 

melissa.depperfamily.net/docs/Sing

ingABCs.pdf



BINGO Songs



Alliteration in Title



Alliteration in Text



Activities with Letters



The Measured Mom

www.themeasuredmom.com/learning/

Playdough To Plato

www.playdoughtoplato.com/alphabet-roundup/

http://www.themeasuredmom.com/learning/
http://www.playdoughtoplato.com/alphabet-roundup/


The ABCs of Planning



Annotation Tools

The tool buttons will open in a row on the left side of your screen, once 

you click on the blue marker.

Check mark

 Click on square shape, half-way down. 

 Use the drop-down menu and choose 

the check mark.

 Click on slide to indicate choice.



Your Planning Ideas

I typically have this much time to 

plan my storytimes:

A day 4 hrs. 1 hour 10 min No time!A week



The 

VIEWS2 

Storytime 

Planning 

Tools



Gather the Ingredients

 What Alphabetic Knowledge 

behavior do you want to try?

 What age group will you work with?

 What book will work for this behavior?

 What activity do you want to try?

A

B

C



The 

VIEWS2 

Storytime 

Planning 

Tools
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Tip Example 1

 Alphabetic Knowledge behavior:

Asks children to point to print on the page of a 

picture book or other illustrated page, poster, etc.

 Age group: 18 – 36 months

 Book: Big Chickens, by Leslie Helakoski

 Activity: From time to time, it is fun to point out 

letters. There are 3 chickens here and each chicken 

is holding one of the letters for word “big.” 

Here is a B and an I and a G.



Tip Example 2

 Alphabetic Knowledge behavior:

Prompts children to identify the same word across 

pages of a book

 Age group: 36 – 60 months

 Book: Barnyard Banter, by Denise Fleming

 Activity: I will focus on having the children read the 

repeating words with me, after I’ve read through it 

once.
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Next Steps



Next Steps for Session 2

 Watch VIEWS2 Early Literacy 

Alphabetic Knowledge (AK) 

skills demo

 Review the full VIEWS2 

Alphabetic Knowledge page

 Identify and practice 

Alphabetic Knowledge 

behaviors for your storytime

 Reflect on AK in forum &

• Share 2 favorite books

• Stretch goal: share at 

least 1 tip sheet you’ve 

created!



Supercharged Storytimes

This project is funded by a 

National Leadership grant from the 

Institute of Museum and Library Services

and is a partnership of OCLC, 

Washington State Library and Thrive Washington



Image Credits

• ABC blocks by Dennis Skley on Flickr: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dskley/16744915722

• Letterage by Marin van Uhm: Twenty-six letters of the alphabet constructed from 

seventeen overlapping geometric shapes.

• Other photos from ThinkStock Images.

• Title: Buster; Author:  Denise Fleming; Publisher: New York, N.Y.: H. Holt, 2003.

• Title:  Barnyard banter; Author:  Denise Fleming; Publisher: New York: Holt, ©1994

• Alphabet Fun Learning Chart by Trend Enterprises Inc

http://www.amazon.com/Trend-Enterprises-Inc-T-38157-Alphabet/dp/B000NX713S/

• Title: Silly Sally, by Audrey Wood, Harcourt, Inc., Orlando, 1992.

• Title: The Very Lazy Ladybug by Isobel Finn; illustrated by Jack Tickle, Tiger Tales, 

Wilton, CT, 2003.

• Title: Off We Go! By Jane Yolen; illustrated by Laurel Molk, Little, Brown and 

Company, New York, 2000.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dskley/16744915722
http://www.marinvanuhm.fr/index.php?/project/lettrage/
http://www.marinvanuhm.fr/
http://www.amazon.com/Trend-Enterprises-Inc-T-38157-Alphabet/dp/B000NX713S/

