Bite-size Digital History

Methods and ldeas for Creating Local
Digital History Documentaries

Presented by Katherine Artzner
Online Librarian, The Foundation Center



What is bite-size digital history?
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What makes a good digital history project?

...Has equal parts
information &
entertainment ...Talks about

something viewers
might not know
about

...Is about personal

stories and

experiences, like

storytelling ...Is short



What are some examples of local history projects?

e B e 8 .

Businesses == | FOopD
= "|LIQUoR
| (NG -
Neighborhoods
Events =~ B
Authors
Personalities

Photos courtesy City of Cleveland Heights



What are some examples of local history projects?

Businesses

Interview older businesses on site

Get materials from them (pictures,
artifacts, newspaper clippings, etc.)
about when they started, what the
neighborhood was like then

This is another way to bring the
community in on a personal
level with your library

Neighborhoods

Different neighborhoods have
different feels to them

Find people who live there and are
willing to talk about growing up
there

Look for stories you can build on
with materials from your (or their)
collections

Photos courtesy City of Cleveland Heights



What are some examples of local history projects?

Events

Could be local or national events
Capture the reaction of community

members to events happening
For example:

National ...
moon landing, war effort,
civil rights movement
Local ...
important sports victories,
infamous fires, crimes,
factory closings

Authors/personalities

Have them talk about their local
inspiration

Get them to talk about their
accomplishments and their
experiences growing up here

Photos courtesy City of Cleveland Heights
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Where do | find materials to digitize?
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What is Microsoft Photostory 3?5

Photostory is free slide-show software that can combine image & audio files into a
nicely formatted documentary-style mp3 file that you can post online

'q!_ﬁ. Photo Story 3 for Windows —— @M

Welcome to Photo Story 3 for Windows

Photo Story helps you to create exciting video stories by adding panning and zooming
effects to your pictures,

Use Photo Story to record narration for your pictures, and add titles and backaground
miusic to your story. You can also share your story in a variety of ways.
Select one of the following options, and then click Next.

(") Begin & new story

() Edit a project

(7 Play a story

(@ Continue working on the current story

Help < Back | [ Cancel




What is Microsoft Photostory B?é@

Images can be uploaded and then edited in 3 ways:
Cropping (changing the size of the image)

Image effects (enhancing color, changing to grayscale, etc.)

Motion (adjusting the way the image moves in the slideshow)

', Photo Story 3 for Windows - (B

Import and arrange your pictures

Select the pictures you want to use in your
story, and then arrange them in order on the
film strip.

Learn more about editing your pictures

[ Import Pictures...

Remove black borders...

< Back ] [ Mext =

Edit Pictures

Rotate and Crop | Auto Fix | Add Effect

T O

S

1972 x 1479 pixels

Rotate

Q G

Crop

Select the Crop check box, and then drag the
handle of the rectangle to place it over the
area of the picture you want to keep.

Learn more about cropping




What is Microsoft Photostory B?é@

Images can be uploaded and then edited in 3 ways:
Cropping (changing the size of the image)
Image effects (enhancing color, changing to grayscale, etc.)
Motion (adjusting the way the image moves in the slideshow)

’\ﬁ Photo Story 3 for Windows - lilﬂlg ’\fﬁ Photo Story 3 for Windows - E@g
Add a title to your pictures Add a title to your pictures
You dd text on a picture t t You dd text on a picture t it
title fi story. title story.
carl ore (=3 £ar| ore (=3
¢l JES dm #l SEd =ms
<Typehetm add a title on the <Typenetm add & title on the
selected picture> selected picture >
Black and White
@ . Ehl alk an 2 g Ch‘rcoa\ [E
I | | | D fFu GI
x Ef'Elo u s\ o (xJ
3 [
[ b | [ saveproect ] <gack | [ mext> | | canal | elp [ <k J[ mext> | [ conal |




What is Microsoft Photostory B?é@

Images can be uploaded and then edited in 3 ways:
Cropping (changing the size of the image)
Image effects (enhancing color, changing to grayscale, etc.)

Motion (adjusting the way the image moves in the slideshow)

'I£ Phaote Story 3 for Windows

-~

Narrate your pictures and customize motion

:@g

You can narrate your story by clicking the red Record
button. Step through your pictures as you narrate by
clicking a picture on the film strip.

Learn more about customizing motion and selecting
transitions

<Type notes here to aid your memory as you  »
narrate this picture. >

- 00:00 Stopped

[ Breview... |
L= =] =
[ wep | [ saveproject. -]-‘ <gack || med> | [ caneal |

Customize Motion

Motion

Motion and Duration | Transition

Duration

00:00:00.0

[715pedty start and end position of motior:

End position:

00:00:05.0

1831 x 1373 pixels

|| Setstart position to be the same as end position of the previous picture

[ et end pasition to be the same as start position

(@) Set duration automatically

() Number of seconds to display the picture | 5.0

2795 % 20596 pixels

Preview...

Reset




What is Microsoft Photostory B?é@

“Audio files” can be music or audio interviews:
Audio files will play for the length of time set for the images in the tray

[#. Photo Story 3 for Windows P [ =] E i)
Add background music

You can add background music to a set of pictures. Select the picture where you want the music to start playing,
and then click Select Music or Create Music.

| earn more about adding background music

Select Music... l ’ Create Music... Delete Music
Titler Mdame
Arist: el
Al Mdame
(EETITET el
Fil= Mame
Walomes
Lo High Breview... l

L1 0] 8

[ Help | | saveproject.. | <gack | [ mNext> | | cancel |




Audacity @

Audacity is free audio editing software
It converts audio into mp3 files

r .
B o0 = - & wewes

File Edit View Project Generate Effect Analyze Help

el oy o
EP‘H* ") ») "..,- n) m) »j IERq;;El 3% 24 12 0 Py 36 24 A2
9 ... 5 PAi...... .. [ -]
L CO S R PP AP
5:00 0:00 5:00 10:00 15:00 20:00 i
X |zadf ¥ | 1.0 -
S
Mute | Soio | [ o0
L "" o _R 05
. | 1.0
1.0
05
0.0
05
.0
4

Project rate: 44100 |Cu rzor; 0:00.000000 min:sec [Snap-To Off]




Audacity @

You can zoom in to the audio file to cut/paste sections

) zadf - . b R @ﬂlﬁ
File Edit View Project Generate Effect Analyze Help
2 g e L
£ Z|R R
W) >) @) n - '

p‘._.* SAr 4.5 SF 4 ./ »L/ i 36 24 12 0 S 36 24 12

S| R AR [E]

GE L IR IR

17:00 17:05 7:15 17:20 17:25 17:30 17:35
x| zadf | 1.0 )
Stereo, 44100Hz
32-bit float 0.5
Mute | Sob | | o0
= +
e -0.5
[ R :

D@t ] 40
1.0]
0.5
0.0
-05
1.0
4 3

Click and drag to move right selection boundary.

Project rate: 44100 |5&lecﬁu-n: 17:09.355810 - 17:14.459311 (0:05.133502 min:sec) [Snap-To Off] 4
]




...Free software for editing

Microsoft Photostory 3 éﬁ

Audacity @
GIMP - graphic editing =

...Free server space for displaying

YouTube B
Omnisio (for mashups)‘?



What are the benefits of local history stories?

Community feels invested in the library

People really want to hear stories about their community, about places they can
recognize

Libraries become cool content creators

Put your collection to work for you; reshape and repackage your
collection to keep the dust off

You can share it with the world!
Harvey Pekar Talks About Coventry on YouTube: Y %
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJot2mLy40Y

Image courtesy barun patro, sxc.hu



