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Foundational Belief

Anything worth building in your community through 

your library will be built:

• in small, repeated steps over time 

• using your heart, 

• in full view of your soul, and 

• in partnership with the people and environment 

which surround you.



Support Understandings

We found that feelings of BELONGING factored strongly in people’s notions 

of living in their ideal community and that core to that valuation were 

feelings of SELF-DETERMINATION and MUTUAL SUPPORT. 

Public libraries in these communities functioned as the ORGANIZING 

CENTER and TRAILHEAD TO PATHWAYS of belonging, power, and 

connection for residents, regardless of their status as newcomer, long-time 

outsider, or well-networked social butterfly.



Principles of Practice

Potential

Social Wellbeing

Self-Value

Humility

Complexity & Locality

Intention

Self-Reflection

Pathways



Aspiration

Your belief in your ability to work with 

community residents grows with your 

trust in individuals throughout your town 

or neighborhood, such that you can see 

and grow what works for all of you and 

the place where you live, making such 

growth ever easier and more impactful.



Find Your Way



Is Everyone Welcome in Your 

Library?



Nature: Thinking Beyond the Walls 

of the Library



Pathway to Community Knowledge



Youth Empowerment



Dare to Dream: Visioning Your 

Library



Library as Community Welcome 

Center



Starting Your Preservation Path
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